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COU nty puts The council will grade bids, Chile Parlor, which opened in industrial development to be moved into West County yet.”
based not only on price but also  June. El Palenque, a Mexican built next to Lambert Field. Cook bought the business
0 l d G um bo _l al I on the economic impact the de-  restaurant, relocated to Fergu- =~ First, Ferguson has other ob-  with Jim Griffith, former owner
velopment would have and how  son from St. Peters, using a stacles. “We thought a lot of of Publication Printing Co., and
On the market many jobs it would create, $10,000 grant to buy restaurant  people would come to Ferguson his son, Brian. Scott Oshorne of
among other things, says John equipment. C. Jenkins Necktie once they knew we were here,”  Pritchard Osborne Executive
i f d t Temporiti, chief of governmental & Chemical Co. recently com- says Rick Schaumberger, owner ~ Ventures arranged the transac-
DI SECONG HIME 3w o the eounty mitted to opening a new store, = of O, Hodge. “We findalotof  tion.
“No incentives are being of- where customers can design people don’t know where Fer- Home Instead also has fran-
St’Louis County is getting ready, =~ fered,” he says. “Developers can  ties and take classes in quilting ~ guson is.” chises in Belleville, Collinsville
again, to try to sell the former ask for incentives, and in coop-  and fabric printing. and Jerseyville.
Gumbo jail, a prime 32-acre par-  eration with Chesterfield, we “In general, we are looking IN THE HOME: A trio of in- '
cel in the Chesterfield Valley. would consider giving them, de-  for more restaurants and more  vestors recently acquired two NEW DIGS: The next boutique
The county will send out re- pending on the project.” retail and any other businesses  local franchises of Home In- to make the move to downtown
quests for proposals on Jan. 3, ‘ that we think would enhance stead, a chain based in Omaha, is Circles Etc., which sells
and bidders will have a month ON THE RISE? Ferguson is our image,” says Shannon Neb,, that connects elderly peo-  women’s apparel, handbags and
to reply. The county has been hoping to convert its Howard, executive director of ple with caregivers who come some artwork in the DeMun
sitting on the property since the  historic, but largely Ferguson Citywalk,asthe  to their houses and cook, clean,  neighborhood of Clayton. Own-
jail closed in 1998 and has been  vacant, downtown business district is now provide transportation or offer er Kathi Pondoff says, “My ideas
frustrated in attempts to sellit.  into a shopping known. companionship. might fit in better with the gal-
In 2004, the property drew just  and dining dis- The district is a 10~ The company has more than leries and other stores” in
one bid: $3 million, half the ap-  trict. And it is of- block area along Floris- 600 franchises in six countries,  downtown St. Louis.
praised value, fering cash grants sant and Airport roads. ° but it has a lot of room to grow The new shop will be at 313
Since then, title to the land to bring in new Business should im- in St. Louis, says new co-owner  North 1ith Street. It will take the
has been transferred to the tenants. prove, the city reasons, Carla Cook. “We have about 75to  place, in March, of Urban Mate-
county economic council, The area boasts because it is the closest 80 clients,” concentrated in the rials and Accessories, whichis .
which will bring more market-  the only existing commercial district to a University City and Clayton ar-  moving next door.
ing flexibility. OT. Hodge 600-acre warehouse and  eas, she says. “We haven'’t even
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